
Getting A San Diego 
County Library Card 
& Using the Libby App to 
Check Out eBooks

https://www.sdcl.org/
https://www.sdcl.org/
https://libbyapp.com/


Hi, everyone. It’s Ms. Furey, the Librarian at 
Gompers Preparatory Academy. 



Today I’m going to 
walk you through 
how to get a San 
Diego County Library 
card and use an app 
called Libby to check 
   out eBooks for free.



Libby is an app that lets you 
check out electronic books 
(eBooks) and audiobooks from 
any library that uses Libby. All 
you need are the Libby App and 
a library card for that library.



You are allowed to have a card 
at more than one public library!

You do have to check what 
information each city or county 
needs for you to get a library 
card. 

The borrowing rules at each 
library may be different.

I have cards 
for 4 

different 
libraries. 



Libby can be used on a  computer, 
tablet or cellphone.

Go to https://libbyapp.com/ to use 
Libby online on your computer.

Or download the correct version of 
Libby to your tablet or cellphone from 
the App Store.

https://libbyapp.com/


On startup, the app will help you 
find a library near you that has 
Libby service. Libby then takes 
you to that library’s website to 
apply for a card.



I was directed to the San Diego County Library.



Click on Get 
an eCard for 
digital access. 



Next, click 
Apply for an 
eCard.



This is what 
San Diego 
County 
Library’s 
application 
form looks 
like.



If your phone has a 
619 area code 

you may be approved 
immediately.

FYI: I had to wait 2 
days for my new 
eCard number 

to be emailed to me.



Your eCard number and 4 digit pin
will be emailed to you. 

These are your username and password for 
borrowing books.

MAKE SURE YOU WRITE THEM DOWN!!!



Then open the Libby app and 
follow the instructions to choose 
your library.

You will be prompted to enter 
your eCard number and pin.

Now you can search for a book 
or audiobook to check out.

Go ahead and try it 
now. I will wait for 
you to catch up.



Click on 
Library at 
the bottom 
of the 
screen.



Next, click on Search.



You will be given suggestions based on what you have 
typed so far. I was looking for Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and did not need to type her whole name.



Click on the item on the list that you want.



That will take you to the results, which look like this. 
You can scroll down the screen to see more books.



This book has two entries because one is the 
audiobook and one is the print copy.

The earbuds 
symbol 
means 

Audiobook



Click a 
book on 
the 
results 
screen 
to read 
more 
about it.



All of the digital copies of this book are being read. I 
can place a hold and wait for my turn to read it.



Another book that I want is available. I can click on 
Borrow to check it out for 2 weeks.



Click 
Borrow 
again on 
the next 
page to 
confirm 
you want 
the eBook.

This book is 
awesome. I have 

to remember 
to tell Director 

about it.



Libby also 
lets you 
read 
samples of 
books so 
you can see 
if they 
interest you.



click on 
Shelf at the 
bottom of 
the Libby 
page. You 
can borrow 
up to 25 
books at a 
time!

When you are ready to read what you have borrowed,



You have the 
option of reading 
the books you 
borrow in the 
Libby app or 
sending them to 
your Kindle 
device. Set this 
by clicking on 
Actions.

Kindle devices are sold by Amazon.com and cost from $70 
to $300, but they also have a FREE desktop reading app 
you can download to any computer.



To keep a 
book 
longer, 
click the 
book and 
choose 
Renew on 
the pop-up 
menu.

NOTE: You can‘t renew  a book until your first 2 weeks are up.



Libby lets you see if others are waiting to read a book. 
Practice Good Citizenship and return books early if you

have 
finished 
reading 
them. 



If you have any questions about this presentation, using Libby 
or getting a library card, please feel free to contact me. 

 LFurey@gomperscharter.net

mailto:LFurey@gomperscharter.net


Happy Reading!
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